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Fire Risk Assessment 

This fire risk assessment is written to comply with the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005.  The purpose being to identify the key measures needed to safeguard guests, employees and other persons who may enter the property from harm in the case of fire.
1 - Fire Hazards and Fire Risks.

1.1 Sources of ignition
a) Electrical - wiring and appliances
Electrical wiring

Construction was completed Nov 2005 

Electrical testing will be booked for Nov/Dec 2008,
Include circuit breakers/fuse board testing in above. 
Cable Damage, loose sockets, trailing cables, fuse board labels.

PAT Electrical appliance testing will be booked for Nov/Dec 2008.
Appliances will be labeled to show test date.

All appliances are in good condition (including cables).

b) Cooking - particularly deep-fat frying
A ‘How To’ manual exists within the cottage for guest use and is maintained on a regular basis.  The manual contains instruction for safe use of all items (electrical and other) within the cottage.  Guests are asked to read the manual.

Instructions for safe operation of all kitchen appliances are contained within the ‘How To’ manual.

A pan and basket for chips is provided for guests. We strongly suggest that guest do not leave the pan on the hob unattended at any point of the cooking process.

All equipment (including the kitchen extractor hood) is regularly cleaned and is free from any form of dirt or grease.

c) Smoking
There is a strict no smoking policy within the cottage.
Smoking is permitted outside the cottage and a butt disposal tin is available for use in the rear porch. 
Please ensure cigarettes are discarded in the vessel provided, taking care not to discard butts on or near the wooden decking area outside the kitchen. 
The cigarette disposal tin is checked and emptied on a weekly basis. 

d) Candles
Candles and tea-lights are available for ADULT use within the cottage.  These should remain within the living/dining room and never be taken into bedrooms.

Guests must ensure candles/tea-lights are securely placed within the holder before lighting them.  Only present a flame to the wick once the candle/tea-light is placed in the desired location.

DO NOT carry/move after lighting.

e) Heaters and boilers
All night storage heaters are vented at the top and can get very hot. 
DO NOT place items of clothing or other flammable items on top of the heaters or over the vents as this may cause them to burst into flame.

A portable fan heater is available for cold snaps (purchase date 15/12/07). 
DO NOT place the fan heater too close to flammable/combustible objects including furniture.

f) Others
A gas filled wand lighter is available to light candles/tea-lights.  The gas lighter should be kept away from sources of heat and out of the reach of children.

g) Elements of structure
Floors within the cottage are of solid concrete construction - non-combustible.
A laminate floor covers the Living/Dining room and hall - potentially combustible.
The bathroom and kitchen floors are tiled with under-floor heating in the bathroom - non-combustible.
Bedroom floors are carpeted - potentially combustible.

Internal wall construction is plastered and painted breezeblock - non-combustible.

External walls are of brick construction - non-combustible.

Patio decking at the rear exit is constructed of tannelised wood - potentially combustible.

h) Furniture and furnishings
All furniture and furnishings comply with Furniture & Furnishing (Fire Safety) Regulations 

i) Domestic waste
Guests remove waste from the small bin under the sink in the kitchen as required. Waste is transferred to external bins at the rear of the cottage (outside the kitchen area).

There is no source of ignition within the vicinity of the waste areas.

j) Other items
There are no flammable liquids or machinery, other than those mentioned above, stored on or near the property. 

1.2. Activities that have a fire risk.

Potential fire risks are associated with the preparation of food.

The 'HOW TO' book contains instructions detailing the operation and potential hazards associated with each appliance in the kitchen (and the rest of the property). Please read these carefully for safe operation and your own safety.

2 - Persons at Risk.

2.1 Number of guests 
The property sleeps up to four adults and one child under the age of five.

Children under five years of age will be bedded in the main (front) bedroom and should not be left alone in the property.

Partially disabled or infirm persons must have at least one able bodied person present to assist with their exit in case of emergency.

2.2. Number of staff/employees
There are two proprietors/owners and no employees.

3 - Risk Evaluation.

3.1. Means of escape
a) Type of property:
Walnut Garth is a single story two bedroom bungalow with a shower room, kitchen and living/dining room.

With the exception of the kitchen and bathroom, all windows are accessible and can be used to exit the building directly or with the use of a piece of furniture within close proximity of the window.

b) Number of exit doors and where they are:

There are two doors to access/exit the property: one at the side adjoining the kitchen, and one at the front with access to the hall - separating the bedrooms from the rest of the property. The front door is a solid hard wood door with a small glass pane opening inward.  The kitchen door is a stable door constructed of hard wood and also opens inward. External doors operate quite freely, have five lever dead locks and must be kept clear of clutter/obstructions at all times.

3.2. Fire alarm and fire detection
Fire alarm and fire detectors provided: 
A mains-operated smoke detector is fitted to the hall that separates the bedrooms from the rest of the property.  
The smoke detector is tested regularly and when activated emits an audible sound and also has a small green flashing light on the detector.

There is no fire alarm within the property.

Deaf or blind persons should not be left unattended in the cottage for long periods.  Carers should always be within close proximity.

3.3. Fire fighting equipment
Fire extinguishers/blankets and where they are.

A small fire extinguisher is provided on the wall near the kitchen external door.
The extinguisher should ONLY be used as instructed on the container and were there is a real chance of containing a very small fire.
DO NOT put yourself or other guests at risk.

A first aid kit can be found in the tall bathroom cabinet near the toilet.
The first aid kit is checked on a quarterly basis and replenished as required.

3.4. Escape lighting
There is no escape lighting in the cottage.
If a fire is detected please follow the evacuation procedures detailed below. 

3.5. Evacuation procedure
PLEASE ENSURE YOU FAMILIARISE YOURSELF WITH THE BELOW PROCEDURES.

ONLY if the fire is very small and easily contained and AFTER reading the instructions on the container - use the extinguisher in the kitchen to try and eliminate the fire. 
If this fails follow the directions below.

Step 1. Do not stop to collect personal belongings.

Step 2. Do not continue trying to put out the fire yourself.

Step 3. Place yourself and other occupants at a safe distance from the property.

Step 4. Ask occupants of Havendale or neighbouring properties to call the fire brigade.

Step 5. Wherever and whenever possible, close windows and doors to slow the spread of fire.

Step 6. Protect yourself from smoke inhalation before trying to help others to exit.

a) Fire in the Kitchen

Leave the Kitchen and the property by the nearest exit - through the rear door or through the Living room to the front door.

b) Fire in the Living/Dining Room

Leave the Living/Dining room and the property by the nearest exit - through the kitchen door or through the hall to the front door.

c) Fire in the Bathroom

Leave the Bathroom and the property by the nearest exit - through the door to the Hall and through the front door.

d) Fire in the Bedroom(s)

Leave the Bedroom and the property by the nearest exit - through the Hall door and then the front door or through the window by pushing the bed under the window and climbing out.  Bedroom windows at the rear and front of the property have only a small drop to the ground.

e) Fire in the Hall

If you are trapped in the bedroom:
Exit through the window at the rear/front of the property by pushing the bed under the window and climbing out.  Bedroom windows at the rear and front of the property have only a small drop to the ground.

If you are trapped in the bathroom:
Dampen a towel and place it at the foot of the door to prevent smoke penetration. 
If possible, exit through the bathroom window using the small toilet step to assist you.  There is approximately a four-foot drop from this window to ground level.  Use the remaining towels to cushion your fall.
If you are unable to exit through the window, open the window and call for assistance. Should the fire start to penetrate the bathroom door, turn on the shower and hose the door down until help arrives.

If you are trapped in the living/dining room:
Exit through the kitchen door to the rear door.

In the unlikely event that there is also a fire in the kitchen:
Exit the living dining room through the left-hand window at the front of the building by using the storage units as a step. Throw the cushions from the settees onto the gravel outside the window to cushion your fall.
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